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John Gill (born at Kettering,
Northamptonshire on November 23, 1697
and died October 14, 1771) was an
English Baptist, a biblical scholar, and a
staunch Calvinist. In his youth, he
mastered the Latin classics and learned
Greek by age 11.

His first pastoral work was as an intern
assisting John Davis at Higham Ferrers in
1718 at age 21. He was subsequently
called to pastor the Strict Baptist church
at Goat Yard Chapel, Horsleydown,
Southwark in 1719. In 1757, his
congregation in need of larger premises
moved to a Carter Lane, St. Olave’s Street,
Southwark. His pastorate lasted 51 years.
This Baptist Church later became the

Metropolitan Tabernacle and was pastored by Charles Spurgeon.

Joseph Philpot wrote:
For a sound, consistent, scriptural exposition of the word of God, no
commentary, we believe, in any language can be compared with Dr. Gill's...
His alone of all we have seen is based upon consistent, harmonious views
of divine truth, without turning aside to the right hand or the left... He
believed that the Scripture, as an inspired revelation from God, must be
harmonious and consistent with itself, and that no two passages could so
contradict each other as the doctrines of free will contradict the doctrines
of grace. The exhortation of the apostle is, "Having then gifts differing
according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us
prophesy according to the proportion of faith." (Rom. 12:6.) This apostolic
rule was closely followed by Dr. Gill. "The proportion," or as the word
literally means, "analogy of faith," was his rule and guide in interpreting
the Scripture; and, therefore, as all his explanations were modelled
according to the beautiful proportions of divine truth as received by faith,
so every view disproportionate to the same harmonious plan was rejected
by him as God-dishonouring, inconsistent, and contradictory.
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